STATE OF IOWA
STATUTE OF
LIMITATIONS
(during COVID-19 pandemic)
Prepared by:
Philip A. Burian
Member
Tel: (319) 896-4090 | Email: pburian@spmblaw.com
Brain J. Fagan
Member
Tel: (319) 896-4033 | Email: bfagan@spmblaw.com
W. Grant Stoddard
Associate
Tel: (319) 896-4064 | Email: gstoddard@spmblaw.com

Simmons Perrine Moyer Bergman PLC
115 3rd Street SE, Suite 1200
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401
www.spmblaw.com

2020

EXTENDED STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS DURING THIS TIME OF COVID-19
The Iowa Supreme Court has issued various orders responding to COVID-19 at
https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/covid-19-information-and-updates/. The Court has
emphasized that additional orders may be forthcoming but, at the moment, 76 days is added to
any limitation that has or will expire between March 17, 2020 and December 31, 2020, and any
limitation that ordinarily would expire between January 1, 2021 and March 16, 2021, inclusive,
will expire on March 17, 2021. Effectively, this “phases out” the 76 day extension starting at
the beginning of 2021. Federal moratoria currently control foreclosure and tenant evictions
proceedings.
There is no extension of the time for service of civil case notice currently in effect. IOWA R. CIV.
P. 1.302(5) provides that the 90 day deadline for service of the Original Notice may be extended
for good cause, which is likely to be found if there is a showing of reasonable diligence.

This Compendium outline contains a brief overview of certain laws concerning various
litigation and legal topics. The compendium provides a simple synopsis of current law and is
not intended to explore lengthy analysis of legal issues. This compendium is provided for
general information and educational purposes only. It does not solicit, establish, or continue
an attorney-client relationship with any attorney or law firm identified as an author, editor, or
contributor. The contents should not be construed as legal advice or opinion. While every
effort has been made to be accurate, the contents should not be relied upon in any specific
factual situation. These materials are not intended to provide legal advice or to cover all laws
or regulations that may be applicable to a specific factual situation. If you have matters or
questions to be resolved for which legal advice may be indicated, you are encouraged to
contact a lawyer authorized to practice law in the state for which you are investigating and/or
seeking legal advice.
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