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EXTENDED DEADLINES DURING THIS TIME OF COVID-19

The following information explains North Carolina’s extension of filing and court-related
deadlines in response to the public health threat posed by COVID-19.
On March 27, 2020, the North Carolina Supreme Court entered an order pursuant to
Article IV, Section 13(2) of the Constitution of North Carolina, which provided that all deadlines
imposed by the Rules of Appellate Procedure that fell between March 27, 2020 and April 30,
2020, inclusive of those dates, were extended for 60 days.
North Carolina Supreme Court Chief Justice Cheri Beasley entered a series of emergency
orders extending time for filing and other acts due and periods of limitation in the trial courts
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 7A-39(b)(1). The most recent order addressing the general extensions in
the trial courts was entered on May 21, 2020, and provided for the following:
Filings in civil cases that were due between March 16, 2020 and June 1, 2020, inclusive of
those dates, were timely if filed before the close of business on June 1, 2020. Filings that were
due pursuant to statute of limitation or statute of repose between March 16, 2020 and July 31,
2020, inclusive of those dates, were timely if filed before the close of business on July 31, 2020.
Filings in criminal matters that were due between March 16, 2020 and July 31, 2020, inclusive of
those dates, were timely if filed before the close of business on July 31, 2020.
Additionally, on May 30, 2020, Justice Beasley entered an order clarifying that notices of
appeal due to be filed between March 13, 2020 and June 1, 2020, inclusive of those dates, were
timely if filed by June 30, 2020.

TEMPORARY RULES EXTENDING TIME LIMITS TO SERVE COMPLAINTS AND/OR SPECIAL RULES
RELATING TO METHODS OF SERVICE
Refer to the above explanations regarding extensions of time limits which do not
specifically address service but outline all extensions granted for acts due.
On April 2, 2020, Justice Beasley entered an order containing Emergency Directive 6,
which provided that service required under Rule 5 of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure
may be made electronically on a party or a party’s attorney. This emergency directive expired on
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September 30, 2020. However, on October 1, 2020, modifications to N.C.G.S. § 1A-1, 5(b) went
into effect which provide for an electronic filing system and allowance of electronic service.
This Compendium outline contains a brief overview of certain laws concerning various
litigation and legal topics. The compendium provides a simple synopsis of current law and is
not intended to explore lengthy analysis of legal issues. This compendium is provided for
general information and educational purposes only. It does not solicit, establish, or continue
an attorney-client relationship with any attorney or law firm identified as an author, editor, or
contributor. The contents should not be construed as legal advice or opinion. While every
effort has been made to be accurate, the contents should not be relied upon in any specific
factual situation. These materials are not intended to provide legal advice or to cover all laws
or regulations that may be applicable to a specific factual situation. If you have matters or
questions to be resolved for which legal advice may be indicated, you are encouraged to
contact a lawyer authorized to practice law in the state for which you are investigating and/or
seeking legal advice.
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