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EXTENDED STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS DURING THIS TIME OF COVID-19
On March 13, 2020, the Tennessee Supreme Court issued an Order stating that
“Deadlines set forth in court rules, statutes, ordinances, administrative rules, or otherwise that
are set to expire between March 13 and March 31, 2020 are hereby extended through April 6,
2020.” Tenn. Sup. Ct. Order No. ADM2020-00428 (Mar. 13, 2020). However, deadlines,
statutes of limitation, or statutes of repose not set to expire between March 13 and April 6,
2020 were not extended or tolled. Id.
On March 25, 2020, the Tennessee Supreme Court issued a second Order stating that
“Deadlines set forth in court rules, statutes, ordinances, administrative rules, or otherwise that
are set to expire during the period from Friday, March 13, 2020, through Tuesday, May 5, 2020,
are hereby extended through Wednesday, May 6, 2020.” Tenn. Sup. Ct. Order No. ADM202000428 (Mar. 25, 2020). As with the previous Order, any deadlines not set to expire between
March 13 and May 5, 2020 were not extended or tolled. Id.
On April 24, 2020, the Tennessee Supreme Court issued a third Order stating that
“Deadlines set forth in court rules, statutes, ordinances, administrative rules, or otherwise that
are set to expire during the period from Friday, March 13, 2020, through Sunday May 31, 2020,
are hereby extended through Friday, June 5, 2020.” Tenn. Sup. Ct. Order No. ADM2020-00428
(Apr. 24, 2020). As with the previous two Orders, deadlines not set to expire between March
13 and May 31, 2020 were not extended or tolled. Id.
On May 26, 2020, the Tennessee Supreme Court stated pursuant to an Order that it
anticipates no further extensions of the deadlines previously extended through June 5, 2020.
Tenn. Sup. Ct. Order No. ADM2020-00428 (May 26, 2020).

TEMPORARY RULES EXTENDING TIME LIMITS TO SERVE COMPLAINTS AND/OR SPECIAL RULES
RELATING TO METHODS OF SERVICE
Under the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure, service of a summons must be made
within 90 days of the summons being issued, and process must be served within one year of
filing of the complaint. Pursuant to the above Orders, if these deadlines were to expire
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between March 13, 2020, and May 31, 2020, the deadlines would have been extended through
June 5, 2020.
As far as special rules for methods of service, there have not been changes made
relating to methods of service.
This Compendium outline contains a brief overview of certain laws concerning various
litigation and legal topics. The compendium provides a simple synopsis of current law and is
not intended to explore lengthy analysis of legal issues. This compendium is provided for
general information and educational purposes only. It does not solicit, establish, or continue
an attorney-client relationship with any attorney or law firm identified as an author, editor, or
contributor. The contents should not be construed as legal advice or opinion. While every
effort has been made to be accurate, the contents should not be relied upon in any specific
factual situation. These materials are not intended to provide legal advice or to cover all laws
or regulations that may be applicable to a specific factual situation. If you have matters or
questions to be resolved for which legal advice may be indicated, you are encouraged to
contact a lawyer authorized to practice law in the state for which you are investigating and/or
seeking legal advice.
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